
Fungal problems on MRCO trees 2014-15 + recipe for garlic spray 
 
We have a number of trees affected by scab and other fungal diseases this year: 
 
Pear 2 (to right of shelter and plums looking up): scab 
Quince 1(the upper of the two quinces in the quince grove): quince leaf blight 
Almond: peach leaf curl 
 
Using my notes from Tim Foster’s horticulture classes and the Fruit Tree Handbook (Ben 
Pike, an excellent book) I reckon we should do the following... 
 
Pear 2 has probably been infected by the scab that Apple 3, just below it, suffered from last 
year. Scab overwinters among the fallen leaves beneath trees. Clearing the leaves from 
below apple 3 was very effective last year; recommendations are the same for apples and 
pears on this.  ACTION: clear leaves below pear 2 once they have all fallen. This will not be 
as easy as last time since the slope is steeper and some of the drop zone is onto the 
wineberry bank. 
 
Quince leaf blight is a serious problem which can become entrenched, returning year after 
year.  Areas where fruit buds would normally develop are affected, impairing fruiting the 
following year. Removal of infected leaves is also recommended here. ACTION: clear fallen 
leaves. Pike also recommends using Bordeaux Mixture (spraying twice, in autumn and when 
leaves unfurl) or Garlic Spray (spraying in early spring). ACTION: make/buy garlic spray and 
apply from Feb/March. 
 
Peach leaf curl (on the almond) – if spotted, it’s too late to do much for that season. Again, it’s 
recommended to remove the infected leaves. ACTION: clear leaves as above. After this, 
there are two possible methods of control – covering the tree over winter (the fungus thrives 
in the wet) or spraying. Covering is probably impractical for us as the almond isn’t close 
enough to a fence or wall to construct a stable cover. Bordeaux mixture, seaweed sprays, or 
garlic spray are all mentioned as beneficial. Garlic is ameliorative rather than preventative 
here. It’s also said that planting garlic near the peach/almond can keep peach leaf curl away 
– an idea for the future? ACTION: apply garlic spray here too from Feb/March 
 

Garlic Spray 
Garlic has antifungal properties that are said to counteract quince leaf blight and peach leaf 
curl. However, care must be taken when using it because it can harm beneficial insects. The 
easiest way to make garlic spray is to use garlic puree. Use a 10cm (4”) squirt of the puree 
per litre of water. Whisk or blend the garlic into the water and add a squirt of washing-up 
liquid (this helps to keep the spray on the leaves instead of running off). Spraying in early 
spring is most effective, continuing as needed into the summer. Garlic sprays can also be 
bought from garden centres/organic suppliers. 

 
 


