
Pears, medlars, quinces and blackcurrants 

 
Pears 
Pears can be grafted onto the rootstocks of other types of tree, e.g. quince, hawthorn. In most aspects 
of care, they can be treated similarly to apples. 
 
Medlars 
mespillus germanica 
Medlars are related to the pear family; they originate from Persia, via Germany. They should be sored 
face down while ‘bletting’. 
 
Quinces 
cydonia oblonga 
Quinces are related to the apples family 
 
Blackcurrants 
ribes nigra 
 
To grow a blackcurrant from a cutting: 
 
1

st
 year (Nov): plant cuttings in a row, up to their neck in the ground 

2
nd

 year: Cut new shoots down to their first bud (the cuttings can be used again for more trees if 
disease-free), and move to the permanent growing site. 
3

rd
 year: don’t take anything off. 

From 4
th

 year on: the plant is now in its mature growing pattern. Examine the tree, looking to remove 
1/3 of the whole thing. Select cutting points to promote fruiting. Fruit is produced upon wood from the 
previous year, so remove wood older than that. The coloration of wood of different ages varies, so this 
should be a good pointer. Remove the oldest shoots, ideally creating an nice open shape to the tree. 
 
 
Summary, week 5 
 

1. To control pests like codling moth and red spider mite, and diseases like canker and mildew, 
timing of treatment is important: both time of year and time of day. 

2. Organic methods of disease control include resistant varieties, hygiene, ensuring strong 
healthy plants, protection etc. 

3. Store fruit in cool, frost-free, moist-ish conditions. 
4. Pears prefer similar growing conditions to apples with possible a little more warmth. 
5. Blackcurrants have limitations in duration of cropping and use of produce, but are reliable and 

relatively easy to grow. As with much soft fruit, build-up of viruses can end productivity. 
6.  


