
Currants...gooseberries and redcurrants 

 
Planning, site preparation and planting currants... 
 

1. Ensure plants are certified 
2. Use 2-year old bushes 
3. Choose the correct time for planting (Nov onwards) 

 
4. Ensure there are no perennial weeds around (clear) 
5. Use correct planting distances (4-5 ft) 
6. Ensure there is abundant organic matter present 

 
7. Prune (this can be done before or just after planting) 
8. Dig to the correct planting depth 
9. Plant! 
10. Incorporate fertiliser (if needed) 
11. Mulching 

 
Propagation of redcurrants and gooseberries 
 
Use cuttings of 15 inches/37.5cm – take the cutting from just below a bud to just above a bud. 
Remove all the buds except for the top 3 or 4. 
Plant in a temporary site (e.g. cuttings bed) to a depth of about 6 inches, ideally in a row within a 
trench, with some gravel or hard sand in the bottom. 
 
After one year the plant should have a bare ‘neck’ where the buds were removed, with some shoots at 
the top. Relocate to a permanent site and then prune immediately after planting: remove half of the 
year’s growth. 
 
The following November (year 2) remove half of the new growth again. Sometimes you can prune to 
an upward-facing bud rather than an outward one. 
 
Thereafter, gooseberries are given regulatory pruning: the 3Ds, crossing branches, attention to shape 
and fruit production etc. 
On redcurrants, the fruit grows at the base of the recent growth and on the older wood below. They 
are given spur pruning. Prune half of the new growth upon the leader (the main spur of the shoot) and 
cut back all the laterals (the smaller side spurs) to around 1 inch or two buds above the fruit. 
 
Summary 
 

1. Gooseberries and redcurrants flower at the base of last year’s shoots and on spurs on older 
wood. 

2. Gooseberries have many side/lateral shoots, so pruning can simply be regulatory: removal of 
3Ds and crossing shoots. 

3. They can be pruned the same as redcurrants, shortening all lateral shoots. 
4. The main pest of gooseberries is sawfly, and of redcurrants it is birds. Both are susceptible to 

aphids and mildew. 
5. Against mildew, the best defences are hygiene, open pruning and resistant varieties. 

 


