
Apples and more general notes... 
 
Calendar for tree care 
 

Jan Pruning 
 

Feb Pruning, Mulching (after soil has warmed up) 
Frost protection (to protect blossom) 
 

March Mulching 
 

April  

May Prune stone fruit 
 

June Prune stone fruit 
 

July Thinning of fruit (look for June drop of fallen 
fruitlets under tree) – this is to prevent branch 
overload, maintain decent fruit size and 
avoid biennial cropping. 
 

Aug Prune trained trees. Harvest early fruiting 
trees. 
 

Sept Harvesting 
 

Oct Harvesting – no later than Oct 
 

Nov  

Dec  

Ongoing thru’ year Weed control, Pest + disease control, 
Watering when needed. 
 

 
Pollination 
For most fruit varieties, 2 different cultivars are needed to pollinate (i.e. unless tree is 
specified as self-pollinating, e.g. Victoria plum). The different cultivars must flower at the 
same time, so that pollen can be transferred! 
 
Questions to ask someone whose tree has produced no fruit... 

- How old is it/has it fruited before? 
- What is the cultivar? 
- Did you prune it? How much? 
- Did it flower? Was there blossom? 
- Have you any other trees/did they fruit? 
- How much fruit was there the previous year? 

Secondary questions... 
- Have you fed it? 
- Were there weather issues/ frost/wind etc? 
- Is there an issue about the tree’s position/light/by a wall etc 

 
 
 
 
 



Apple tree pests 
 
Codling moths 

The grub gets inside the fruit and burrows/chews around inside. 
Solutions: 1. Attract blue tits, which are the moths’ natural 
predator. 2. Provide sacking or corrugated cardboard, which 
gives an alternative location for moth pupation (remove in Oct). 
3. Buy a trap using a pheromone scent. 
 
 
 

gory codling moth damage... 

 
 
Sawfly 

Sawfly produce the distinctive ‘sawn’ strip across the apple.  
 
Pick up dropped fruit, as they may be infected. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY 
 

1. Routine annual care for apples includes feeding, watering, checking for pest and 
diseases, and pruning. 

2. Apples rarely self-pollinate, so a different  variety which flowers at the same time 
should be nearby. 

3. Dwarf rootstocks restrict growth, improve the quality of fruit and encourage early 
cropping. 

4. Choice of variety centres on flavour, usage, time of ripening, pest and disease 
resistance, and yield. 

5. The worst pests of apples are sawfly larvae and codling moths. Occasionally 
outbreaks of aphids and red spider mite can cause problems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Apple diseases 
 
Canker 

  Canker is caused by a fungus on apple trees. The 
fungus enters the tree via a damaged area (e.g. when a 
branch has broken), or any place where the inner tissue of 
the tree is exposed. It has the effect of stopping the sap 
from flowing – everything above the canker is starved of 
nutrients. Damp conditions create the worst risk for 
canker. To control canker, prune below it if it is not too 
serious; if there is more, best to ignore it! In really bad 
cases, you might consider removing the tree...and 
replacing it with a canker-resistant cultivar. 

 
 
Apple scab 

  This is also a fungus. It creates patches on both fruit 
and leaf. There is a risk of getting small, or even no fruit. 
Infected leaves may be a source of new infection after 
falling – so the disease perpetuates itself. Again, it is 
worst when wet. Solutions are to sweep up fallen leaves; 
you can also pick affected leaves off the tree (if not too 
numerous). Preferable to grow a resistant variety in the 
first place. 
 

 
 
 
Mildew 

  Another fungus. A less serious problem for 
apple trees than canker or scab. Worst in hot, dry 
conditions, though still needs some humidity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Apple storage 
 
Conditions that apples require to last a long time in storage include: 

- Humid-ish 
- Cool 
- Low oxygen 
- Dark 
- Pest-free 
- (not touching) 
- Clean 

 
Ways to achieve some of these are: 

- Wrapping – retains moisture, keeps fruit dark, low O2 
- Placing in trays – keeps separate, aerated 
- Larder/cellar – stable temperature 

One tip is to place up to 3kg of apples in a plastic bag with small airholes in the fridge... 


